of bilharzia disease occurring in the south of Portugal; he found an endemic focus in the Atalaia (St. Luzia) quarter of Tavira-in the province of Algarve. He sent me a photograph of the infected spot and specimens of the intermediate host, both of which I am showing to-night.
It was discovered that at Tavira only washerwomen (with the exception of a boy, aged 13) were infected, and only those washerwomen who washed clothes in a certain tank, formed by water retained in a natural excavation in the limestone (6'3 metres by 7'3 metres) ; the water being constantly renewed by a thermal spring is always at a temperature of 250 C. At least sixteen out of the sixty-four washerwomen who used this tank were infected with vesical bilharzia.
The thermal tank is inhabited by a snail of the species Planorbis dufourii and the snails were found by Dr. Franga to be infected with the cercaria of bilharzia disease. The women who remain standing washing clothes in the water for many hours a day are infected in the usual way, that is, through the skin. They in turn help to complete the necessary biological cycle by micturating into the water whilst at work and in this way reinfect the snails. The tank possibly received its original infection either from a washerwoman returned from the North of Africa (Morocco) or from a soldier in the adjacent hospital returned from Portuguese West Africa (Angola) or Portuguese East Africa (Mozambique), in all of which places Schistosoma hamatobium is present.
It might be thought that the infection of the tank occurred in consequence of the temperature of the water (25°C.). This is not so, for in December, 1922 
